
Appendix to News statement 
 
2021-22 war memorial theft, vandalism and anti-social behaviour cases 

 
Date of issue: 9th May 2022 
 
The following are war memorials that War Memorials Trust is aware have been subject to attempted theft, theft or vandalism such as graffiti during 
2021-22. Cases are listed by country then county and links to press reports are given where available to provide further information. Where 
photographs are available from War Memorials Trust this is detailed.  
 
Please be aware that War Memorials Trust often does not have photographs it can share as we rely on information collected or provided from the 
public which means we are unlikely to hold copyright for these. Photographs found on War Memorials Online may be available, subject to terms and 
conditions www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/terms-conditions.  
 

England 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

Cheshire 
Upton-by-
Chester 

WMO/229612 (WM9870) 
Upton-by-Chester 

Anti-social behaviour – 
stickers 

Jan 2022 Cheshire Live 

Cumbria Whitehaven 
WMO/164097 (WM8376) 

Whitehaven 
Anti-social behaviour –  

wreath burnt 
Jul 2021 

Concern reported via War 
Memorials Online 

County 
Durham 

Newton 
Aycliffe 

WMO/251511  
Newton Aycliffe 

Vandalism Sep 2021 The Northern Echo 

Essex Leigh-on-Sea 
WMO/254590 

Fishermen Dunkirk Memorial 

Anti-social behaviour – 
wreath and painted stones 

thrown into bush  
May 2021 

Basildon, Canvey and  
Southend Echo 

Greater 
London 

Bermondsey 
WMO/111176 (WM12411) 

Bermondsey and Rotherhithe 
Anti-social behaviour –  

wreath burnt 
Aug 2021 Southwark News 

 Chiswick 
WMO/111798 (WM6962) 

Bedford Park World War I Bench 
Theft – name plaques Jun 2021 ChiswickW4.com 

Greater 
Manchester 

Bolton 
WMO/162922 (WM8660) 

Farnworth 
Graffiti Jun 2021 The Bolton News 

 Manchester 
WMO/190802 (WM3332) 

J and N Philips WWI and WWII 
Graffiti Jan 2022 Manchester Evening News 

Hampshire Portsmouth  
WMO/102732 (WM619) 
CWGC Naval memorial 

Anti-social behaviour – 
Urination and littering 

Apr 2021 The News 

http://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/terms-conditions
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/229612
https://www.cheshire-live.co.uk/news/chester-cheshire-news/fury-anti-vax-sticker-discovered-22616840
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/164097
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/251511
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19923853.damage-newton-aycliffes-war-memorial-blamed-mindless-vandals/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/254590
https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/19272712.st-clements-church-war-memorial-ruined-window-smashed/
https://www.echo-news.co.uk/news/19272712.st-clements-church-war-memorial-ruined-window-smashed/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/111176
https://www.southwarknews.co.uk/news/bermondsey-and-rotherhithe-war-memorial-vandalised/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/111798
http://www.chiswickw4.com/default.asp?section=info&page=concrime1109.htm
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/162922
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/19356847.farnworth-park-war-memorial-restored-acts-vandalism/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/190802
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/disgust-graffiti-scrawled-war-memorial-22931646
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/102732
https://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/defence/vandals-urinate-and-leave-rubbish-at-naval-war-memorial-on-southsea-common-3188998


Isle of Wight Shanklin 
WMO/147286 (WM7306) 

Shanklin 
Anti-social behaviour – 

human excrement 
Nov 2021 Isle of Wight County Press 

Lancashire Preston 
WMO/156594 (WM4076) 

Garstang 
Anti-social behaviour –  

fly-tipping 
Jan 2022 Lancashire Post 

Lincolnshire Grimsby 
WMO/276893 

The Carpathian Lancers 
Graffiti Jun 2021 Grimsby Live 

 Lincoln 
WMO/141845 (WM1728) 

City of Lincoln 
Graffiti Apr 2021 The Lincolnite 

 Sleaford 
WMO/232966 (WM4444) 

Sleaford Market Place 
Vandalism – possible vehicle 

damage 
Mar 2022 Lincolnshire World  

Norfolk 
Great 

Yarmouth 
WMO/131813 (WM9502) 

Great Yarmouth 
Graffiti Aug 2021 Eastern Daily Press 

 Norwich 
WMO/103824 (WM2159) 

Citizens of Norwich 
Graffiti Apr 2021 Norwich Evening News 

Nottingham 
shire 

Nottingham 
WMO/266417  

Nottingham Great War wall  
Vandalism – scratched Apr 2021 Nottingham Post 

North 
Yorkshire 

Catterick 
WMO/262504 (WM12410) 

Catterick Camp & Aerodrome 

Anti-social behaviour – 

information board damaged 
Sep 2021 Darlington & Stockton Times 

 Rowntree 
WMO/195454 (WM5517) 

Rowntree Park 
Graffiti 

May 2021 
Nov 2021 

York Press 
North Yorkshire Police 

 Thirsk 
WMO/282544 

Hambleton war memorial chapel 
Vandalism – Arson Jun 2021 The Northern Echo 

 York 
WMO/93395 (WM4471) 

Citizens of York 

Anti-social behaviour – 

climbing  
Sep 2021 The Press 

Staffordshire 
Stoke-on-

Trent 
WMO/212722 (WM3008) 

Tunstall 
Graffiti Apr 2021 Staffordshire Live 

Surrey Guildford 
WMO/100672 (WM1704) 

Shalford 
Vandalism – car crash Jan 2022 Get Surrey 

West Midlands Dudley 
WMO/261808 (WM12408) 

Lye 

Theft – bayonet went 

missing, may have been 

stolen or vandalised 

Feb 2022 Express & Star 

West 
Yorkshire 

Huddersfield 
WMO/72782 (WM10534) 
Tolson Memorial Museum 

Graffiti to building and 

damage to walls 
Jul 2021 Yorkshire Live 

 

 
 

https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/147286
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/19721481.human-poo-found-war-memorial-remembrance-service/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/156594
https://www.lep.co.uk/news/people/catterall-council-seeks-to-give-fly-tipping-the-boot-3514576
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/276893
https://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk/news/grimsby-news/polish-war-memorial-desecrated-senseless-5514445
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/141845
https://thelincolnite.co.uk/2021/04/woman-sectioned-after-rape-joke-on-lincoln-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/232966/
https://www.lincolnshireworld.com/news/people/update-council-now-claims-sleaford-war-memorial-may-not-have-been-damaged-by-vehicle-3598392
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/131813
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/crime/graffiti-on-war-memorial-at-st-georges-park-8236460
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/103824
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/reader-letter-kill-the-bill-protest-response-7871882
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/266417
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/police-statement-after-vandals-damage-5260398
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/262504
https://www.darlingtonandstocktontimes.co.uk/news/19598674.kindness-replaces-anger-community-rallies-fix-catterick-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/195454
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/19330036.police-appeal-rowntree-park-war-memorial-vandalised/
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/news/north-yorkshire/news/appeals/2021/november/callous-acts-of-criminal-damage-to-war-memorial-in-york-park/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/282544
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19382711.war-memorial-chapel-targeted-arsonists-meaningless-mindless-attack/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/93395/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/19557092.warning-york-parents-incident-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/212722
https://www.staffordshire-live.co.uk/news/local-news/tunstall-graffiti-vandals-labelled-scumbags-5288933
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/100672
https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/teen-arrested-suspicion-drug-driving-22667429
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/261808
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/local-hubs/dudley/2022/02/09/anger-at-damage-to-war-memorial-as-soldiers-bayonet-snapped-off/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/72782/
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/vandals-behead-soldier-statue-scrawl-20999315


Northern Ireland 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

County Antrim Carrickfergus 
WMO/150038 
Carrickfergus 

Graffiti Jul 2021 Northern Ireland World 

 Newtownabbey 
WMO/240136 (WM4908)  

Glengormley 
Anti-social behaviour – 

various reported 
Jul 2021 NewsLetter 

County Tyrone Dungannon 
WMO/155259 

Moy 

Anti-social behaviour – 
Wreaths scattered, flowerpots 

broken + trees lifted 
Jun 2021 Armaghi 

 

Scotland 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

East Lothian Prestonpans 
WMO/164329 (WM8665) 

Prestonpans 
Anti-social behaviour – 

substance abuse 
Aug 2021 East Lothian Courier 

Falkirk Carronshore 
WMO/289351  

Carronshore WWI and WWII 
Anti-social behaviour – 

damaged flagpole 
Apr 2021 Daily Record 

Fife Cowdenbeath  
WMO/207575 (WM9430) 

Cowdenbeath WWI and WWII  
Anti-social behaviour – 

wreaths burnt 
Apr, Oct, 
Dec 2021 

Central Fife Times 

 Kirkcaldy 
WMO/147406 (WM2986) 

Kirkcaldy 
Vandalism  Fife Today 

Glasgow 
Kelvingrove 

Park 
WMO/146455 (WM3042) 

Highland Light Infantry Boer War 
Graffiti Apr 2021 Glasgow Live 

 Knightswood 
WMO/182993  

Knightswood Veterans Cross 
Anti-social behaviour – 
theft of garden flowers 

Apr 2021 The Sunday Post 

North 
Lanarkshire 

Motherwell 
WMO/283968 (WM12269) 

North Lanarkshire Spanish Civil War 
Graffiti 

Jun 2021 
Jul 2021 

The National 
Glasgow World 

 

Wales 

County Location War Memorials Online Nature of incident 
Date of 
incident 

Further details of story 

Glamorgan Cardiff 
WMO/116638 (WM4927) 

Welsh National war memorial  
Anti-social behaviour – 

littering 
Apr 2021 

Concern reported via War 
Memorials Online 

 

https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/150038
https://www.northernirelandworld.com/news/cctv-installed-at-carrickfergus-war-memorial-after-vandalism-attack-3317358
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/240136
https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/crime/appeal-to-ensure-working-cctv-after-series-of-glengormley-war-memorial-attacks-3326409
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/155259
https://armaghi.com/news/dungannon-news/calls-to-repair-damage-to-moy-war-memorial-after-vandals-strike/137881
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/164329
https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/19548221.men-warned-boozing-war-memorial-prestonpans/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/289351
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/cops-hunt-mindless-thugs-who-23948449
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/207575
https://www.centralfifetimes.com/news/19793950.fife-council-cowdenbeath-war-memorial-damage-needs-specialist-repair/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/147406
https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/news/people/kirkcaldy-war-memorial-anger-as-vandals-cover-soldiers-names-with-black-paint-3376802
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/146455
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/kelvingrove-park-war-memorial-statue-20323035
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/182993
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/flowers-are-stolen-from-war-memorial/
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/283968
https://www.thenational.scot/news/19401355.motherwell-memorial-scots-fought-fascism-spanish-civil-war-defaced/
https://www.glasgowworld.com/news/crime/spanish-civil-war-memorial-in-motherwell-has-been-vandalised-for-a-second-time-3317366
https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/116638

